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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

In light of the 101 Interim Guidelines, the Office policy is to have a claim directed 
to a computer-readable medium. Therefore, the examiner suggests amending claim 16 
to read, "A computer-readable medium storing computer program code means utilized 
to implement imaging job control, wherein the computer program code means is 
comprised of executable code for implementing the steps of:", or something similar. 
Claims 17-20 should be amended to correspond to claim 16. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 1-7 and 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,781 ,71 1 to Austin et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Austin discloses a method for providing imaging job control, 
the method comprising: constructing a composite imaging job that includes imaging 
tasks corresponding to a plurality of diverse imaging types (see Figs. 7 and 13, column 
1 1 lines 36-47, and column 17 lines 22-27) and using an imaging spooler subsystem to 
selectively dispatch at least a portion of the composite imaging job to diverse imaging 
devices for processing the composite imaging job (see Figs. 10 and 13, column 13 lines 
18-54, and column 17 line 2-column 18 line 14). 

Regarding claim 9, Austin discloses a method for providing imaging job control, 
the method comprising: constructing a composite imaging job that includes imaging 
tasks corresponding to a plurality of diverse imaging types (see Figs. 7 and 13, column 
1 1 lines 36-47, and column 17 lines 22-27) and using an imaging spooler subsystem to 
selectively dispatch at least a portion of the composite imaging job to an imaging device 
for processing the composite imaging job, wherein the imaging device is capable of 
utilizing the diverse imaging types to render the composite imaging job (see Figs. 10 
and 13, column 13 lines 18-54, and column 17 line 2-column 18 line 14). 

Regarding claim 10, Austin discloses an imaging system comprising: a plurality 
of diverse imaging devices (see Fig. 13), a computer device having a spooler 
subsystems corresponding to the diverse imaging devices and an imaging spooler 
subsystem, wherein the imaging spooler subsystem is configured to selectively dispatch 
at least a portion of a composite imaging job to the spooler subsystem for processing 
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the composite imaging job, wherein the composite imaging job includes imaging tasks 
corresponding to a plurality of diverse imaging types (see Figs. 10 and 13, column 13 
lines 18-54, and column 17 line 2-column 18 line 14), and a communication mechanism 
coupled to the computer device and the plurality of diverse imaging devices (see Fig. 13 
and column 13 lines 18-54). 

Regarding claim 16, Austin discloses a computer program product for 
implementing within a computer system a method for providing imaging job control, the 
computer program product comprising: a computer readable medium for providing 
computer program code means utilized to implement the method, wherein the computer 
program code means is comprised of executable code for implementing the steps for: 
dynamically constructing a composite imaging job that includes imaging tasks 
corresponding to a plurality of diverse imaging types (see Figs. 7 and 13, column 11 
lines 36-47, and column 17 lines 22-27), and using an imaging spooler subsystem to 
selectively dispatch at least a portion of the composite imaging job to one of (i) diverse 
imaging devices and (ii) diverse imaging subsystems in a device for processing the 
composite imaging job (see Figs. 10 and 13, column 13 lines 18-54, and column 17 line 
2-column 18 line 14). 

Regarding claims 2, 14, and 17, Austin further discloses wherein the composite 
imaging job is constructed in a single program unit (see column 17 lines 22-40). 

Regarding claim 3, Austin further discloses wherein the diverse imaging types 
comprise at least one of: (i) printing; (ii) faxing; (iii) scanning; (iv) providing document 
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management (v) copying (see Fig. 7, column 11 lines 36-47, and column 17 lines 12- 
27). 

Regarding claim 4, Austin further discloses further comprising exchanging 
imaging data and operations across at least some of the diverse imaging devices (see 
column 17 line 62-column 18 line 14 and column 18 lines 49-65). 

Regarding claim 5, Austin further discloses wherein the imaging operations are 
programmable (see column 11 lines 35-51, column 12 lines 33-36, column 17 lines 22- 
63, and column 18 lines 49-65). 

Regarding claims 6, 13, and 19, Austin further discloses wherein the step for 
constructing a composite imaging job includes utilizing a single imaging job language 
across all types of imaging devices (see column 17 lines 22-27 and 35-40). 

Regarding claims 7, 15, and 20, Austin further discloses wherein the step for 
using an imaging spooler subsystem comprises: communicating with the diverse 
imaging devices through a common interface (see Fig. 13 and column 17 line 2-column 
18 line 14) and translating operations corresponding to the composite imaging job into 
communication methods that are compatible with the diverse imaging devices (see 
column 13 lines 18-54). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Austin further discloses an imaging server coupled to the 
communication mechanism, and wherein the computer device is an imaging client (see 
Fig. 13 and column 13 lines 18-54). 
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Regarding claim 12, Austin further discloses wherein the plurality of diverse 
imaging devices include a plurality of multi-function peripheral devices (see column 17 
lines 12-21). 

Regarding claim 18, Austin further discloses exchanging imaging data and 
operations across at least some of the one of (i) diverse imaging devices and (ii) diverse 
imaging subsystems in a device, wherein the imaging operations are programmable 
(see column 17 line 62-column 18 line 14 and column 18 lines 49-65). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record does not disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed 
limitations of (in combination with all other limitations in the claims), wherein processing 
the composite imaging job comprises executing a first subset of steps of the composite 
imaging job at a first imaging device, wherein the first imaging device is one of the 
diverse imaging devices, deleting the executed first subset of steps from the composite 
imaging job, and executing a second subset of steps of the composite imaging job at a 
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second imaging device, wherein the second imaging device is one of the diverse 
imaging devices, as set forth in claim(s) 8. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. To further show the state of the art please refer to the attached 
Notice of References Cited. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571 ) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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